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A delightful new film noir musical!
Book by Rupert Holmes
Original Book and Concept by Peter Stone
Music by John Kander and Lyrics by Fred Ebb
Additional Lyrics by John Kander and Rubert Holmes

Produced through special arrangement with Theatrical Rights Worldwide
March 5 - April 3, 2010

Boston’s Colonial Theatre is host to the opening night performance of Robbin’ Hood!, “a new musical of
the Old West”. But when the curtain falls, the show’s star who can’t act, can’t sing, and can’t dance —
suddenly drops dead! An impromptu funeral ceremony is interrupted by the arrival of a homicide
Lieutenant, who locks the entire cast in the theatre until he can find the murderer. Now they have only
two days to solve the crime and save the show.

With a delightful cast, terrific dance numbers, and a plot that is “to die for”, TCT is proud to present this
brand new musical that was a hit on broadway, and is sure to be a hit at TCT!

Associate Co-Producer: Media Sponsors:

Strathman Sales Co., Inc. Cumulus Broadcasting
The WIBW Channels
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from the artistic

director

{Shannon J. Reilly}

Greetings once again from Topeka Civic Theatre &
Academy. We hope this new year finds you all healthy,
happy, and ready for some great theatre. As always | begin my column with
a quick note of thanks to the cast and crew of our latest mainstage
production; Nobody’s Perfect, as well as our guest director last month,
Carole Ries. My wife and | roared on opening night and it sure was a thrill
for us to watch this talented cast bring this romantic comedy to life. Thank
you, one and all.

| also wanted to thank once again our Associate Co-Producers for Nobody’s
Perfect, Coldwell Banker Griffith & Blair American Home and TCTA Board of
Trustees Member Gary Gilbert. (We couldn’t have done it without you,
folks!) Thanks also to our Media Sponsors, Cumulus Broadcasting and The
WIBW Channels. We truly appreciate your continued support.

Winter can be quite a busy time for everyone. Between work and school
schedules and various events around town, | know | can get overloaded
pretty quickly. And at TCTA, we’re actually about to enter one of our busiest
times of the entire season because some of our biggest special events of
the year happen in the spring! | wanted to get us on your calendar right
away. So. ..

SAVE THE DATE: April 27th. Our seventh annual Bravo events take off this
April with our Bravo Breakfast and Bravo Brunch right here at TCTA. These
wonderful one hour illustrate how TCTA events effect and enhance the
lives of people in Northeast Kansas. The whole event lasts an hour and
runs twice that day, once for you early birds before work, and a second
time for people like me who prefer nothing before we’ve had our coffee.
For more information contact Linda Falley at 357-5213.

SAVE THE DATE: April 28th and May 4th. The return of TCTA's very popular
weekday school matinee performances for William Shakespeare’s Taming
of the Shrew. Ever since we started these matinees, we’ve been blown
away by how well they have been received by area schools. Our latest
offering is one of Shakespeare’s most celebrated comedies and if your
school isn’t attending, they are missing out on a thrilling experience for
their students. For more information contact the box office at 357-5211.

SAVE THE DATE: May 17th & 18th. Our annual Season Teaser Nights at
TCTA. Join TCTA on one of these nights and enjoy music, comedy, and a
thrilling look at all the plans we have in store for our 75th season! Plus, it's
your first opportunity to buy a season membership for the next season.
The show lasts about one hour and has become one of TCTA’s most
anticipated events. For more information contact Chelle Decker at 357-
5213.

So, now that you know, mark your calendars for these special events and
join us for each one, won't you?

Hope to see you there!
Sincerely,

Shannon Reilly - Artistic Director - TCTA



Laughing Matters “My Funny Valentine” Show!

Friday, February 12 at 8:00pm
Saturday, February 13 at 7:00pm and 11:00pm

(Please note: Special showtimes on Saturday)

Grab a Valentine's date, invite a friend, ask someone off the
street, or just fly solo, but don't miss a great night out with the
lunatics from Laughing Matters. Tickets $10 plus tax.

Warning: Humor not suitable for all audiences.

WELCOME!

Kristie Ohlemeier has joined the
TCTA staff as a Box Office
Associate.

The next time you buy tickets at
the box office, please help
welcome her as the newest
member of the TCTA family!

Congratulations new Laughing Matters members!

Topeka's Original Improvisational Comedy Troupe

LAUGHEING

A

On Saturday, January 16, 2010 Laughing Matters
added four new members to their improv troupe of
misfits! Congratulations to Keegan Cole, Dan Kooser,
Secily Rees, and Nora Woolpert! Look for all four new
members to start performing with the group later this
Spring!

Congratulations to the cast of Curtains!

Lieutenant Frank Cioffi.....cccccevevceeecceenenns David Pomeroy
Carmen Bernstein.....ccccccceeeceeeeeceeeecceeeseneen Patti Van Slyke
Georgia HendricksS.....cccceeceeeecvennnee. Jennifer Van Bruggen
AQION FOXuriiiieeirieeeeeeee e Daniel Lassley
N T o F= T L TR Amber Dickinson
Christopher Belling......cccoovienienieneeeeeee Steve Crouch
Daryl Grady.....ccccceeeeeeeeeceeee e Phil Grecian
Johnny HarmonN.......ooeeees e Jim Ramos
(O 1STor= Y] 4= T o1 (o T Bill Gloy
Randy Dexter / Ensemble.......cccccerineenne John Phythyon*
BObbY PEPPEr...coiiieieeieeeee e Greg Myer
Bambi BErNét.......ccceoeeeececieceeeecee e Josie Price*
Sidney Bernstein......ccoccceeecceececeee e cceeeeans Bruce Smith
Sasha lljinsky/Ensemble......cccceeceereceeereneenn. Julie Moffat
Roy Stetson/Ensemble.......cccceeveceeeeeceeernceeenne Jaryl Perkins
Detective O’Farrell/Ensembile............cc....... Daniel Kooser
Brick Hawvermale/Ensemble.........ccccceeeenee. Ivory Mazur
Arlene Barucca/Ensemble........ccceeceeninennn. Mary Williams
Jane Setler/Ensemble.......cccceeceereceeecnneen. Elizabeth Heere
Marjorie Cook/Ensembile............. Andrea Billings-Graham
Jessica Cranshaw/Ensemble...................... Courtney Cook
Connie Subbotin/Ensemble........ccccceevernneen. Amy Burgardt
Mona Page/Ensemble........cccccviiirieenieennne Lula Slaughter
Peg Prentice/Ensemble.................... Stephanie Schuttera
Harv Fremont/Ensemble.......ccccccceveecinneennnne. Jared Martin
Ronnie Driscoll/Ensemble........cccceeeivveeericinnnes Kevin Mott
Russ Cochran/Ensemble.......cccccceeeecueerrnneen. Jason Ramos
Roberta Wooster/Ensemble.................... Melissa Quirarte
[N Y=t 0 0] o] 1= 2 Kim Remp
ENSEMDBIE....coiiieeeee e Kara Fluke
ENSEMDBIE...ci i Erika Shirrell
ENsemble.....ccovveeneeniieneeee e Jennifer Whitworth*
ENsSemble.....coo e Jeni Thomas

* Denotes TCT mainstage debut

75th Anniversary Update!

As TCTA continues to prepare for our exciting 75th season,
we have a new way for you to get involved in the fun. During
the upcoming run of Curtains, we are proud to have
partnered with the Friends of Tinkham Veale artists coalition
to present to you a juried art show of Curtains inspired
pieces. Going up, final bow, blowing in the wind, closing off
or opening up, these
beautiful, limited edition D
and one-of-a-kind art Frisadsidp | LS
selections by local r Adi—NT
members of the Friends of TINKHAMK"—VEALE
Tinkham Veale will inspire e e

you in the Grand Lobby

before the show and at home after the show. Volunteers
from TCTA and FOTV will be on hand to offer you the
opportunity to win one of the show entries. Voluntary
contribution levels for these opportunities will be at the
$7.50, $20, and $75 level, and all proceeds will benefit the
75th Anniversary Celebration at Topeka Civic Theatre and
Academy. Please join us for this amazing collaboration of
arts in Topeka, with the Curtains-inspired art show by TCTA
and the Friends of Tinkham Veale.

Need a terrific Valentine’s Day gift?
Buy a TCTA Gift Certificate!

TCTA gift certificates can be used for classes, show tickets, and even for drinks and desserts from the TCT Club!
Call (785) 357-5211 for details!




Endowment Update

From Randy Austin
President
TCTA Endowment Board

PLANNED GIVING AND DONOR DENOUEMENT

One of the terms of art in the theater is denouement, “ the resolution of the intricacies of a plot, as in a drama... .”
We usually find the denouement near the last scene of the last act, and its function is to tie up all the loose ends of the play to
the satisfaction of the audience. In a mystery, the perpetrator is revealed. In a love story, the protagonists exit stage left to live
happily ever after. In a French farce...well, you get the idea. Each denouement is suited to solve and resolve the particular
situations created by the circumstances of the story. And so it can be (cue the segue!) with a planned gift to Topeka Civic
Theater and Academy....

The title, Donor Denouement, is to indicate that the Topeka Civic Theatre Endowment Board of Trustees realizes that
each potential donor with a desire to help perpetuate the quality of life our theater and academy provide brings a unique set
of circumstances to the resolution of how best to accomplish that. Some of you will be looking at a gift to TCTA that is direct
and immediate...and your check will be welcomed and appreciated and will be immediately tax-deductible. Others of you will
be more comfortable with a bequest of a specified amount or a designation of a certain percentage of your residual estate. Or
your circumstances may dictate that it makes more sense to set up a simple charitable remainder trust that will allow you to
have a tax advantage and also to receive income from the trust.

Topeka Community Foundation president, Roger Viola, suggests yet another alternative in planned giving: a donor-
advised fund at the Foundation. “You can establish such a fund quickly and easily. You can begin granting to your favorite non-
profit organizations, such as the TCTA Endowment Trust, or take your time deciding how you’d like to invest in the great causes
you care about. Additionally, you can choose to let your financial advisor invest your giving dollars or participate in the
Community Foundation’s investment portfolio.”

Regardless of the method, please know that TCTA and the Endowment Board of Trustees is most appreciative of your support
in any and every form. We are all pledged to the proposition that “the show must go on....” We’'ll make it happen.

Thank you to all those who donated
to our 2009 annual appeal!

Annual Appeal Other 2009 -2010 Gifts
Phyllis J. Allen Denise Butterfield
Fred & Trena Ansell Donna & Robert Faulkinbury

Lyle & Millie Baker Tim, Rhonda & Luke Gerhardt

: : Carol Jory
Tim & Susan Braxmeier '. h k
John & Sally Brooke O n y O U
Corine & Duane Christman Inehorof

Larry & Shirley Dell

Sharon Dubois

Arthur & Carolyn Glassman
Philip Grecian

John & Mary Ann Haugsness
Marjorie Hazlett

Carol A. Jory

Kelly-Heller Family Foundation
Koss Construction Company
Phil & Kathy Lange

Michael & Mary Larkin
National League of American Pen Women
Stefano & Isolde Pettinella

Dana K. Anderson

Dr. Justin & Jean Anderson
Sue & Dana Anderson
Amy Burgardt

Doug & Anita Exline
Amber Farmer

Michael Hagen

Marvin Stottlemire

In Memory Of
Tucker Averill
Rachael Chan
Eileen Hartman
Eugene Holleran

Duane & Cathy Reiff Catherine H. Norton
George W. Startz Russell Penn
Dr. Stan & Jody Teeter Sharlyn Wallace

Gloria Warren
Donna Warrick
Charles E. Wilds, Jr.




Directed by Sarah Perdue
Produced through special arrangement with Samuel French

February 19 - 28, 2010

If your parents knew everything about you before you were born, would you be here? That is the question posed in this entertaining
drama. All is well when Suzanne Gold and her close New York family discover that she is pregnant, until a prenatal test reveals that
the baby will most likely be homosexual. The news forces the entire Gold family to confront issues of bigotry, evolution and the
limits of love. Starring: Linda Boyd, Jay R. Hurst, Kathryn Keyes, Robbie Ramos, and Brian Roster.

Media Sponsors for the 2009-2010 Studio Series:
The Lazer 105.9
The WIBW Channels

Executive Co-Producer for the 2009-2010 Studio Series:
Slemmons Associates, Architects, PA

Warning: Contains strong language and adult themes

UPCOMING PERLFORMANCE COMPANY SHOWS

Laughing Matters Jr.
March 20, 2010

~ LAUGHING

WIAERS The youth version of TCT’s Laughing Matters Improv

Comedy Troupe with family-friendly comedy performed
by youth from the TCT Academy!

Tickets only $5 plus tax!

WTCT Radio Players
March 12, 2010

A readers theatre company dedicated to bringing the
radio plays of the 30s, 40s, and 50s to the stage!

Tickets only $6 plus tax!

The Senior Class Improv Comedy
March 13, 2010

The senior offshoot of Laughing Matters made up of
actors all over age 50! * X%

Tickets only $6 plus tax!




Clarence’s Club Results

During the 18 performances of It's a Wonderful Life, bells were ringing in the grand lobby as generous TCTA patrons, or rather 'angels’,
got their wings! For a minimum donation of $75, patrons joined Clarence's Club. This very successful promotion raised $6,045! The
proceeds will support the many special events planned for the 2010-2011 75th anniversary season. A special thank you to our very
generous supporters! - Marge Schepker, 75th Fundraising Sub-Committee Chair

Anonymous

Richard & Deana Beardmore
Sue & Irv Belzer

Steve & Derie Briman
Robert & Marilyn Brown

The Dorf Brunner Family
David & Barbara Butts

Dr. Michael & Marcia Cassidy
Gary & Susan Chan

Kris & Jeff Chanay

Corine Christman

Jim & Lee Claussen

Tracy Conklin

Duane E. Corkill

The Denton Family

Ken & Jo Edwards

J & A Figgs Family

Paul & Amy Fluke

Vicki & Ron

Gary Gilbert

Betty King

Marilyn Foree

Mary E. Franz
Don & Joyce Friend
Karl H. Fruendt

Rev. Roger & Betty Goetz
Diana Guilfoyle

Janet Howard

Chuck & Ann Hughes
Thomas J. Hughes, Jr.
Teresa & Mark Ingle

The Turner Katz Family

Jim & Donna Kring
Mary & Kelly Lenz
Brad Merryman

Kyle & Tamara Miller

Ross & Anita Miller
Francis Jeff Montague
Scott & Gina Nellis
Bob & Torey Oberle
Bill & Kathy Ogle
Jim Ogle

Pam O'Toole

The Pennock Family
Jaryl Perkins

Darrell Revell
Carole Ries

Jesyca Rodenburg
Jack & Sandra Rose

Tom & Marge Murphy

Duane & Deborah Pomeroy
Ray, Jo Ann, Kim & Melanie Remp

Harold & Janice Riner
Jim & Margaret Ringelman

not

in our thoughts & in the news

congratulations to:

Members and volunteers ROGER and
KAREN VIOLA, on the engagement of his
daughter and her stepdaughter, Allison
Viola to Brian Loftus.

Volunteer FRANCES SUMMERS and her
husband, GARY SUMMERS, who
celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary on January 9.

Members and volunteers FORD and
CATHERINE ROSS, on the birth of their
granddaughter, Phoebe Ross Thomsen,
who was born on January 15, 2010.
Phoebe weighed in at 6 Ibs. 13 oz. and
was 21 inches tall.

Volunteer DR. SRIDEVI DONEPUDI on the
birth of her daughter, Jaina Mitali Van
Doren, who was born on January 25,
2010. Jaina weighed in at 7 Ibs. 5 oz.
and 20.5 inches.

Volunteer GARY BODENHEIMER on his
engagement to Maggie Crowder.

sincerest sympathy to:

Member CINDI BUCK and family, on the
loss of her brother, RUSSELL STILWELL
PENN, who passed away on December

9, 2009.

Former volunteer NANCY TRICKET
RANSOM and family, on the loss of her
mother, HELEN EILEEN HARTMAN, who
passed away on December 13, 2009.

Member JUNE JEPSON, on the loss of
her husband, CHARLES WERNS, who
passed away on December 15, 2009.

Friends and family of member HELEN
LLOYD, who passed away on December
26, 2009.

Member KAREN MCFARLAND, on the
loss of her husband, DR. JOHN
MCFARLAND, who passed away on
December 26, 2009.

Member BILL WRIGHT and former
volunteer NOLA WRIGHT, on the loss of
his wife and her mother, DIANE ELAINE
DAISY WRIGHT, who passed away on
January 10, 2010.

Friends and family of season member
WILLIS BELLER, who passed away on
January 15, 2010.

Members KATHY BRAYTON, GWEN
KETTER, MARGARET LACHOWSKY, and
BRIDGET, MONICA and THOMAS
LACHOWSKY, on the loss of their father
and grandfather respectively, ELMER
KETTER, who passed away on January
19, 2010.

Ford & Catherine Ross
Jeff and Karen Russell
Cyndi & Rick Ryan

Marge & Don Schepker
Darrell & Susan Schmitz
Bruce & Cathy Kready Smith
Laura & Jim Smith
Virginia Starr

George W. Startz

Jerry & Linda Thornburgh
Cheryl Trobough

Roger & Karen Viola
Cindy & David Warrick
Marilyn & Steve Waugh
Frank & Trudy Whitsell
Mike & Evelyn Wilson
Wendell & Joan Wyatt

A special note of thanks from
Jeff Montague, 75th Anniversary Chair

In support of the events to celebrate TCTA's
75th Anniversary, the Donation Opportunity
sub-committee created Clarence’s Club. When
members picked up their ornament, they were
invited to ring a bell so that another angel got
his wings. We believe there were blessings
from above as exactly 75 good souls joined
Clarence in his club during It’s a Wonderful
Life! Coincidence? We think not.

Many, many halos to the Donation sub-
committee: Chair Marge Schepker, Ron & Vicki
Francis, Brad Merryman, Rick & Cyndi Ryan,
Jesyca Rodenberg, George Startz and Linda
Falley for angelic performance in creating this
opportunity and giving it wings.

Volunteer Night

Thursday, March 11 at 7:00 pm.

Current TCTA volunteers can purchase
tickets for $12.50 plus tax instead of
the full price of $23 plus tax.

To schedule your tickets for this
performance, call the Box Office at
357-5211!




allboard

volunteers needed for:

{various roles}

LAUGHING MATTERS-Friday, February 12 (8pm curtain) & Saturday, February 13
(Two Shows! 7 pm & 11pm Curtain!)...Hosts, House Managers, Box Office

TWILIGHT OF THE GOLDS- February 19, 20, 26, 27 & 28 in the Oldfather Theatre...
Hosts, House Managers, Box Office

CURTAINS-Friday, March 5-April 3 in the Sheffel Theatre...Hosts, House Managers,
Box Office, Ambassadors, Buffet Wing Volunteers

WTCT-Friday, March 12 in the Oldfather Theatre... Hosts, House Manager, Box
Office

SENIOR CLASS-Saturday, March 13 in the Oldfather Theatre...Hosts, House
Manager, Box Office

TCTA SEEKING CREW VOLUNTEERS FOR CURTAINS!

Get in on the action and crew the first musical of 2010! Backstage crew members
and spotlight operators are needed for the run of TCTA's upcoming musical
comedy, Curtains! Tech week begins February 27; the show’s run extends from
March 5 until April 3. Full-time crew volunteers are preferable, but part-time crew
positions can be arranged if necessary.

upcoming auditions:

UPCOMING AUDITIONS FOR WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE'S TAMING OF THE SHREW!
Auditions March 13 & 14, 2010

Running April 23-May 8, 2010 in the Sheffel Theatre

Roles available for 12 men and 2 women

Shakespeare’s irascible war-of-the-sexes comedy storms our stage in April. Set in
the city of Padua, a rich merchant, Baptista, is entertaining suitors for his daughter,
Bianca. Unfortunately, Baptista refuses to let her marry until a suitable match is
made for her elder sister, Kate. Can any man tame the most exasperating woman
in the entire city? See a play that’s been a comic hit for over 400 years! Auditions
will be held on Saturday, March 13 from 1:00pm until 4:00pm and Sunday, March
14 from 1:00pm until 2:30pm; callbacks will be held on Sunday, March 14
beginning at 2:30pm. Scripts are available for checkout through the Box Office (a
$10 deposit is required and refundable upon return of each booklet.)

UPCOMING AUDITIONS FOR SEUSSICAL TYA!
Auditions March 13 & 14, 2010
Running May 14-23, 2010 in the Oldfather Theatre

There’s Lazy Mayzie, Gertrude McFuzz, all the Who's of Whoville, and, of course
Horton the Elephant. All of these wonderful Seuss characters, as well as the
mischievous Cat in the Hat, are brought to life through the eyes of Jojo, a young
boy and “thinker of strange and wonderful things”! Seussical was created by Lyn
Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty (creators of Ragtime and Once on this Island);
various musical styles such as Latin, pop, swing, gospel, R & B, and funk are
included! Auditions will be held on Saturday, March 13 from 1:00pm until 4:00pm
and Sunday, March 14 from 1:00pm until 2:30pm; callbacks will be held on
Sunday, March 14 beginning at 2:30pm. Scripts and librettos are available for

Jeff Boyer

Jeff is appearing in Nobody’s
Perfect at Topeka Civic
Theatre & Academy

s

TCTA was happy to welcome a new face to the
stage with the opening of Nobody’s Perfect. Actor
Jeff Boyer is no stranger to theatre though.
Growing up in Topeka, he attended a production of
Aesop’s Falables. Jeff explains that one of the
actors was a “tall guy in a bunny suit who got
enormous laughs every time he came on stage”.
As soon as Jeff saw the big laughs and attention
that actor got...he knew theatre was for him!

In fact, Jeff has found a way to incorporate theatre
into almost everything he does. He is a teacher at
Shawnee Heights High School teaching public
speaking, acting, and stagecraft. He is also
working on his Masters of Liberal Studies from
Washburn University. AND, his family is also
involved in theatre. His wife, Melissa, has been
sharing the stage with Jeff in Nobody’s Perfect.
(She’s performed at TCTA before.) And, both of his
daughters have appeared on stage. Plus, Jeff's
father, Mike, can often be seen working back stage
on TCTA shows.

Jeff spends a lot of time performing, most recently
with the Karen Hastings Players in Dale Easton’s
The Drunkard and other vaudeville and radio
dramas. And, of course he spends lots of time
directing shows at Shawnee Heights High School.

He does find some time to do things outside
theatre including playing a comic book inspired
game called Heroclix and RockBand.

When asked to share something fun about his
current performance, Jeff says “Apart from having
so much difficulty with the multiple phone scene at
the end of the show we took to calling
“clusterphone”, the most interesting thing that
happened during tech week was when |
accidentally threw the apartment phone into the
audience during the very first scene it got used.
That’s kind of an important prop. | adlibbed and
jumped off the stage into the audince to find it.
Randy, our stage manager, came running from
backstage to help me get it. He found out that
stepping down onto the tables is not as stable as
one might think. | helped catch him as he fell to
the floor, and thankfully the two of us found all the
pieces of the phone, so we could go on with the
show!”

We think you’ve done a terrific job, Jeff, and we
hope you find time in your busy schedule to do
another show again soon!

If you would like to volunteer at TCTA, please contact Volunteer
Coordinator Joanna Daffron at Joanna@TopekaCivicTheatre.com
or by phone (785) 357-5213.

checkout through the Box Office (a $10 deposit is required and refundable upon
return of each booklet.)
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

March 13, 2010

Laughing Matters Jr.
March 20, 2010

February/March 2010
Groups have more fun at TCTA
Nobody’s Perfect
January 15 - February 6, 2010 Groups can reserve tickets early for all our
_ productions
Laughing Matters
February 12 & 13, 2010 . .
Groups receive discounts on most shows

Curtains . .

March 5 - April 3, 2010 Groups have the option of reserving our pre-
= show party room
3 Twilight of the Golds
- February 19 - 28, 2010 Groups can have a TCTA ambassador
(7)) TCT Academy Auditions for The Country of the Blind ~ @ccompany their group to make sure they
E February 22, 2010 are receiving the best entertainment
o) experience ;
c Auditions for Seussical TYA

March 13 & 14, 2010
Q@
® Spring 2010 TCT Academy Classes
o March 22 through May 14, 2010
-
> WTCT Radio Players
o March 12, 2010

* X *

E Senior Class Improv X
e

For TCTA Group Sales Information
Call (785) 357-5211



